THROUGH THE CENTRAL SANDS

occupy the haunt of the Jinn for an equal space of
time.

'The first watch was given to the strong man who had
uprooted the ghaf by the wayside. And so he went, but as
he approached the Jinn, which was in the form of a huge
serpent, it cried out, "Oh ha! you who bring my dinner-
first the ram!" And the man, full of fear, fled, and returned
to the three brothers, Bu Zaid, Yusif and Baraiga, saying,
"Surely the Jinn will eat you up," and he ran off and was
seen no more.

'Next went forth Yusif with sword, buckler and stick.
And the Jinn, hearing someone approach, opened its great
mouth, and Yusif making the form of a cross with his sword
and stick passed through the buckler handle for a centre,
jabbed it into the Jinn's mouth so that the sword stood on
its tongue and reached to the roof of its mouth, and the
stick lodged between its two jaws, and the Jinn could not
close its mouth, or indeed do anything. Thus Yusif spent
the whole of his watch until it was time for his relief, when
he withdrew his weapons and departed to the side of his
brethren.

'Then went forth Baraiga, and Baraiga's skin was so
white that he had only to take off all his clothing to become
transparent. Thus the Jinn was unable to see him, and
spent its time vainly groping about for its prey, and while
doing so it bumped its head against a stone, so that one of
its eyes was struck out. And thus the third watch was kept.

'Last of all came Bu Zaid, and approaching the Jinn
boldly he said, "Close your other eye, stretch forth your
neck, and open your mouth that I may enter it for your
dinner," and the Jinn did so, and Bu Zaid drew his sword
and striking at its neck slew it. Then bending down he
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